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Every Child’s Favorite Baby-sitter

T

hose who pay attention to the news are used to
hearing a litany of problems. And they’re used to
hearing something else: Calls to spend more taxpayer money on some federal program to fix those
problems.
Federal programs have their uses, but we seem to
forget that the United States is the home of innovation. Nearly every type of product that has improved
the quality of life the world over—from medicine to
computers to entertainment—has its roots in the
United States.
The freedom we enjoy to dream, to act and to
think has brought about cures for diseases, aid to the
disabled and the elderly, and the widespread distribution of necessities that once were luxuries.
Henry Ford created the assembly line that made
the automobile affordable to all Americans. Dr. Jonas
Salk created a vaccine for polio, the plague of the early
20th century. Bill Gates created the operating system
for computers that made them usable and accessible to
all the peoples of the world. Americans were the first
to reach the moon, invent air conditioning, transplant
organs, and develop many other technologies and
advancements.
The ability to think and to question the status quo
should also characterize our attitude toward government. Sadly, though, many Americans have come to
regard the growing reach of Big Government as a
necessity of modern life.
The Founders had a burning faith in the ability of
ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things
once they were freed from the fetters of Big Government. But today, too many Americans—who grew up
in a welfare state and have become accustomed to delegating many of life’s tasks to a gigantic bureaucracyaren’t sure they can take up the slack on their own.
In the absence of Big Government, they ask, who
would help the poor? Who would protect the environment? Who would see to the educational needs of our
children? Who would guarantee an adequate level of
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health care? Who would provide a decent living for the
old, the sick and the disadvantaged? Who, in short,
would serve as his brother’s keeper, if not Big Brother
himself ?
The answer, of course, is us. “We the people.” Not
we, the helpless, ignorant masses, who cling desperately to our “guns or religion” and anxiously await the
arrival of a messiah-president to deliver us from our
frustrated, bewildered and embittered selves.
We Americans need to regain a sense of our own
power, ingenuity and creativity. We need to realize that
many of the tasks the public sector performs so
poorly today could be performed far better by the
private sector tomorrow.
We need to understand that there are more compassionate ways of helping the poor; more enlightened
ways of protecting the environment; and more effective ways of educating our children, healing our sick,
and tending to our elderly than relying on the “invisible foot,” as Milton Friedman called it, of a distant,
muscle-bound bureaucracy.
In short, we Americans need to open our minds
to the untapped potential of freedom,
to the hidden strengths of civil society,
and to the limitless power of the
American spirit. ■
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ention children’s television in Springfield and
there is one name that comes to mind: “Aunt
Norma.” As host of The Children’s Hour on
KYTV, Channel 3, for nearly thirty years, Norma
Champion (in the above uncredited photo) was
every child’s favorite baby-sitter.
The title of the show, by the way, had nothing
to do with the length of the program, which was
sometimes thirty minutes or forty-five minutes, but
was instead lifted from the famous poem by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow.
It’s been reported that when Norma Champion
applied for the job, she was one of three contenders.
However, her initial audition went so well that they
never got around to auditioning the other two for
the job.
Paired with sidekicks Skinny and Rusty, the
show aired from 1957 until 1986. Champion also
worked as a professor at Evangel University and
served the public as a Springfield councilwoman for
five years, a Missouri state representative for ten
years and a Missouri state senator from 2003 until
2010.
(Source: Hi There, Boys and Girls by Tim Hollis)

